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Background information on the American Red Cross.
The American Red Cross is a nonprofit and a humanitarian organization which provides relief services to people in the USA. The American Red Cross was founded on May 21, 1881, by Clara Barton and since then, the organization has depicted unwavering zeal to help people who are in need. The organization received its first congressional charter in 1900 and was required by the Federal government to provide disaster relief services to people in the USA and the entire globe. 
The American Red Cross has a mission which is directed towards scraping and preventing human suffering in the face of emergencies, and this is achieved through volunteer works and donations. The organization's vision is to offer care to people affected by disasters around the globe, to educate them on disaster preparedness, ensure that all people have access to safety and emergency countering knowledge and tools. The operations of the American Red Cross are spearheaded by values such as humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, unity and universality. The current president and CEO of the American Red Cross is Gail McGovern while the chairperson of the Board of Governors is Bonnie McElveen Hunter. 
Volunteer service Overview.
As hinted, the operations of the American Red Cross are based on volunteer work and as such, I took part in an 8-hour volunteer program which aimed at educating the residents of Terre Haute Community, Vigo County and Louis Indiana on fire safety. My volunteer work with the American Red Cross was conducted in two phases; the first one was on 7th April 2018 and the second one was on 21st April 2018.In each of the two sections, I did volunteer work for four hours, and this totaled to eight. My volunteer work in the two sessions was guided by the Home Fire campaign whereby we installed smoke alarms in houses across Terre Haute Community and also distributed publications on fire safety and emergency practices for hanging at the peoples' door hinges. During the first phase, I worked with a team of girls, and we first converged in the Red Cross office where we met one of the officials named Jared; who educated us how to drill and install smoke alarms. After the learning step, we made calls to different homes in Terre Haute Community and informed them that we would be visiting their homes as Red Cross volunteers. During the first visit, I undertook the role of distributing fire safety publications at peoples' door, and the other girls installed the fire alarms, and all our operations succeeded.
The second part of my volunteer work with the American Red Cross was conducted on 21st April 2018, and this was in Louis Indiana. During the second visit, the number of volunteers was higher than in the first case, and we were also required to put fire safety publications on the peoples' doors and install smoke alarms on their houses. The American Red Cross practices canvassing in a great deal and I, therefore, undertook this task. During the two visits, all the operations were done for free.
We also educated the people of Louis Indiana and those of Terre Haute community on how to contact the American Red Cross in case of an emergency at their homes. We educated the people that the American Red Cross is responsible for averting, controlling and reducing the vigor of emergencies and hence, they should not hesitate to request for help. Also, we informed the people on the importance of home safety as, through this knowledge and availability of disaster prevention tools, it is possible for them to coordinate with Red Cross officials in countering disasters and emergencies.



The goals I accomplished.
The Volunteer project with the American Red Cross was a learning opportunity on a personal level and also on the community members at Terre Haute and Louis Indiana. The following goals were accomplished;
i. I Installed fire safety publications on people's doors in Terre Haute and Louis Indiana and educated the community members on safety measures in case of fire emergencies.
ii. I learned how to install fire alarms at peoples' homes for warning the people in case of an emergency and for alerting emergency personnel.
iii. I learned that through fire safety education, it is possible to save many lives of people who perish in home infernos due to negligence, ignorance and lack of information.
iv. We educated the community members on the need for fire safety publications and smoke alarms at their homes. The people also learned how to contact the American Red Cross officials in case of an emergency.
Summary of the activities.
Generally, the volunteer project aimed at educating the community members at Haute Terre community and Louis Indiana on the importance of fire safety knowledge and education. The main activities that we understood were; providing fire safety  publications for hanging at door hinges, educating the community members on how to contact the Red Cross officials in case of an emergency, installing smoke alarms at their homes and educating them on the need of fire safety knowledge and tools for saving  their lives and property.
Conclusions, recommendations and evaluations.
The volunteer project was a very crucial learning and enjoyable opportunity. I concluded that many people perish in emergencies due to lack of enough knowledge, ignorance and lack of emphasis on the relevance of emergency precautions, tools and safety precautions. It was also apparent that when people are educated on safety precautions, it will be possible to save many lives and also their property.
As a recommendation, it became apparent that the community professionals should frequently educate the people on the importance of safety and emergency practices to counter effectively, control and avert disasters. Generally, the whole process was successful, and in future, I will be ready to take part in more volunteer projects with the American Red Cross.

